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Such ships were totally unable to stand Atlantic weather.
Again, for trade in the outer seas, the ordinary round ship, with
length only twice its breadth, was too clumsy in manoeuvring
to defend itself against hordes of pirates. The Italians, for their
northern trade, had developed an intermediate type between
galley and round ship. Its length was three times its breadth ;
it had less free-board than the ordinary merchant vessel, having
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at first high erections fore and aft, later two complete decks,
It started with auxiliary oars, but eventually trusted to sails
alone*. It was known as the merchant-gulleasso, and carried
all the Venetian trade with London and Antwerp. It was not
used by the Spanish for their ocean trade till the seventeenth
century. Henry VIII saw the possibilities of this type for war
vessels, The first was the ' Great Galley ', having both oars and
sails, but the oars were soon dropped. If the year 1545 be con-
sidered the birth year of English naval powor, the credit is due